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Studynursing students’ critical thinking ability. These students were studying
in the Nursing program, Faculty of Nursing, Chalermkarnchana University, Sisaket
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to studynursing students’ critical thinking ability. These
students were studying in the Nursing program, Faculty of Nursing, Chalermkarnchana University, Sisaket.
The population consisted of 211 first through fourth year nursing students. Questionnaires were
employed for collecting data. Analysis of collected data yielded statistical average, standard deviation,
frequency, and percentage figures. Results of the study showed that, overall, the nursing students’
critical thinking ability was found to be at ‘good’ level. The majority of the respondents were female
(94.80 %). Most of them were older than 21 years (45.00 %) while their grade point average was mostly
in the 3.01-3.50 range (72.50 %). Most of their income/spending money came from their parents (80.60

%). As for consideration for each aspect for inference, basic assumption, deductive reasoning, and data
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interpretation, it was found to be at ‘high’ level with an average of 4.30. Nursing students’ inference

skills were found to have the highest average level. As for analysis of individual data in relation to their

critical thinking, the study found that gender, age, level of education, and sources of spending money

factors had relationship to their ability to think critically with a statistically significant difference of .01
(gender: X2 = 22.98, P = .000; age: X2 = 2598, P = .002; sources of income: X2 = 30.38, P = .000;academic

achievement or GPA: X2 = 19.31, P = .023)

Keywords: critical thinking ability, nursing students
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