NsaFInnsaduneaw I 3 atuil 2 nsngray - Sune 2559
Vol. 3 No. 2 July — December 2016

uiamﬂ&nLawﬁml,axngwmﬂmLawaﬂ: F9ATIULUFWAALAZNNTYRTIATIN
Drug policy and Law: the war on drugs and its end
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Abstract

This article aims at studying the historical development and problem of drug policy, which
emphasizes domestic declaration of war on drugs that has been used by the US since 1970. The policies
are used in different regions around the world, including in Thailand. It also involves studying policy and
law of international organizations and other countries in North America, Africa and Europe in order to
compare the problems and find the solution which is appropriate for Thailand in the 21 century. The
study found that policy, which emphasizes on declaration of war on drugs through the suppression of
illegal activities and law enforcement that has been used for over 40 years in all regions of the world
including in Thailand, is a complete failure to control the use of illegal drugs. Law on drugs cannot
prohibit the production and trafficking of illegal drugs, while it cannot reduce the number of people
addicted to drugs in both abroad and Thailand. One the other hands, the war on drugs seems to cause
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the social problem, economic problem and the problem with justice procedure including the problem

of widespread human rights violations. This also leads to the prison overcrowding problem in many parts

of the world. In particular, the Thai society is also affected by the problem of drug addiction although

the seriousness of the problem is still unknown and uncertain. Hence, it is necessary to change from the

drug policy which focuses on the war on drugs and making the world free from drugs to the policy that

accepts the fact that the drug-free world does not exist. The reform of policy and law should emphasize

on the importance of human rights, health, healthcare system, economic and social systems more than

at present. Although the control of the illegal drugs by the State is extremely challenging, it should be

an effective drug policy and also a major step toward ending the war on drugs

Keywords: Drug, Drug War, Drug policy, Drug law, Drug addiction
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